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A Ples fer limited Monarchy as it was eftabli- 
. ſhed inthis Nation before the late War, 


In an humble addreſs to bis Excellenc 7 GeteratM oNC _ 


STIR, 

Inding, by 9 aes! Letters, publiſhed in Your Name, that 
| Fe e a 'thet ordinary zeal to popular Go- 

yernment;z a © nodfenowirg any herein, that can 
ſo miſlead you,bur the glorious pretence vee Scate (4 no- 
tion,which hath,evenzintoxicated many z ( ocherwile.grea and 
worthy Perſons; ) 1held'it my Dur, tirft, to acquaint you, how 
neceſſary it is, to diſtinguiſh berwixt the Form and Effence of a 


Commonwealth, the whereoh cafor 
proved arpeh ones Nero -_ at ew ruOeem 
that ſurfeited of our Ki 


velty, have nor, indeed, 
ſtanceof 


_—_ or, at leaſt, thar this never was a Common- | 
d the F, qr <amgpor ot : OE 
_ ai ry, ve 

been ſomecimes invaded with U "ap 9 ze 


EET Neto DELISES 


lictle need ay Poagr ada” +4, 9 > bro we ſhould ſcarce 
need any Goverament at all. The pr afſertors of Monarchy, 
likewiſe, muſtacknowledge, Thac-t abjeky 
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Governments, we muſt R420 to buyld Babels againſt the 
Deluge, but embank againſt floods, and encloſe the beſt we can 
againſt Treſpaſſours, is bring gramfiel tet us r theſe 
rwo Governments, not Metaphytically,' in notions, abſtrated 
from their lubje&s, (a paſtime, which our Platogicks much de- 
light in) but morally and reaſonably, as concrete, and adapted 
ro times, places, and perſons, viz. our own. 

I might,perhaps decide the queſtion, in few words, by alledg- 
ing the manifeſt 1gclination of che whole people,now to Menar- 
chy ; For, As no man can be wronged with be conſent, ſo neither 
is any to be obliged againf bis will; And how « Govern- 
ment founded upon inequality and forcezever ſubfit withoar it ? 
Or a State, which is the meer Adjettive of an Army, become « 
Subſtantive z beginnings of this kind being ſo ominous? As rea- 
ſonably might I obje& matter of Title, and forraign pretence ; 
For the ſame eſtate, with a flaw.in the Conveyance, or clogged 
with Statutes and Judgements, is not; furcly, -of like value, as 
if it had deſcended clearly from the great Grandfather, & were 
free both from Claims and Incumbrances ; and one that hath 
lictle, yet ows nothing, is likeJier to thrive then he, who owing 
vaſt ſums (which he reſolves never to.pay) dazes not walk the 
ſtreets for fear of Serjeants ; But my igtent 15, onely, ro ſhew, 
thar our former Government. (as ic excg)lently complyed with 
the Laws, Genius, and Intereft of this Nation) ſo it comprehen- 
ded all the benefits of a Commonwealth, in great perte&ion z 
And thisI ſhall doe, as briefly, as I can. 

To ſhew how ic complyed wich our Laws and Confticutions, 
let ic ſuffice, that ( Monarchy in theſe Nations, being more an- 
cient then ſtory or record, more Venerable than T radition ic 
ſelf) our Laws were born ( as it were }) under that Climate,ha- 
bituated co chat ayre and dyet, grafied iato that ſteck ; and 
thourh they have (God be thanked) forgoc their Norman, yet 
they will hardly learn Greek, much lefle Utopian : That, in 
the lace ProreQours time, our Lawyers, with one voice, impor- 
tuned him, rather to ſume the ſtile and power of a KI NG, to 
which, they fonnd, all our Laws wore ſhaped, then retain th at 
of Proce&tour, unknown tothe Law : That nothing hath ren- 
dr:d our Architctours of a Commonwealih more obnoxious, 
then that their infinite diſcords in other things,generally,agreed 

in the neceſſity of ſubverting all _ Fundamentals, in order to 
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hgir deſign ; which, hath nkeSs oblig'd all ſober men,and trug 
Parriots Feyen thi chitſeſt Pillars of the Patliathents miſe, 3, 
che me War) ro unite themſelves, with che Royal lntexefh, ay 
not enduring to hear of thoſe violent and dangerous eſetations, 
which they ſec a Ret yblick muſt introduce. 

For its compliance with gur Genius, confider, that ' as onr 
Fnglith nature1snotfke the French, ſupple co opprefſion, and 
apt to. delight in cher pompe and magnineence of - their Lord, 
which they know, is ſupported wich their [lavery and tnnger ; 
Nor like the High-Land Scots, where the Honour arid Incereft 
of rhe Chief is tory of the whole Cle ; To doth it,; as fictle 
or leffe,qgree with rhe Ptth humour,addifted only to Traffick, 
Navigation, Randy-ctafrs,and ſordid Thrift ; and (in defiance 
of Heranſdry) every man fancying his own Scutcheon : Noth 
nor every one 2 ns that kath che name of 4 Gentleman, 
ajm his ntmokt to n ie? tt; Tee that hath not . ro.raiſc 
one} To thisend do not pur very Yeomen commonly leave the 
lands rt» the eldeſt Son, '& to the others, nothing but a Flail or 
Fx cg netxvery one,that had any thing like an eftate,pinc!: 
himſelf in bis condicion toparchaſe a knight-hood or ſmall Pa- 
car ? what needfargherproot?our late ience of rhar glympſc 
& ſhadow of Mo chyCothough in perſons hated, and Itorned, 
& pon a mot eandalquy account) yer (for meer reſemblance) * 
adnnted ws rofterable,and in reſpeſt of a Commonwealth,Cour- 
red, clearly evinces, how graceful che ſubſtance would be to 
Englithmen. 

or our Intereſt, beicfly (to wave tedious and poliick dif- 
courſes,) certain it is, that our Republicks (were it like to fet- 
tle) would atarmy all our Neighbors, would make ogr beſt Al- 
hes. onr bicereft enemies, arid (upon ſeveral accounts) proba- 
bly draw upon us, the united forces of Chriſtendome to cruth 
the Em5ri0. Which (the Nationſo being weake 1ed,& divid d, as 
i 15,) muſt evidently endangerour total opprefiofen at, Jeaft,rq 
bring in che King by Conqueſt : Beſides, by what Title fball we 
prerend to bold"Scotland und Ireland, figee that of Defcent rs, 
now 2voided,and Conſeut we know: there is noge, nor, indeed, 
can an be expected ? 

t come now to affert, that our former Government, emt- 
ney, includedt ell the perfeftions of a Free State, and my 
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the Kernel, azit were, of a Commonwealth, ja the ſhell. of Mo- 


narchy : Firs; I will begin with - the edentia) parts of a Com- 
monwealth,which are three, viz. The Senate ia Peo- 
le relo]ving, the Magiſtraze executing : for the Senate or Par - 
1tament,if ever there were a free,& honourable one,ic was here; 
where the Deputies of the whole Nation,moft freely choſengdid 
with like freedome,mcetpropaind,debate and voce all matters 
of common incerelt » no danger eſcaped their repreſenting ; 11 
grievance, their complaint ; no publick right, their claim ; or 
ppotb their demand ; in all wlach, the leaſt breach of Privi- 
ge was branded as a civil Sacriledge, And chough there lay no 


- appeal to the diſperſed body of the peaple(a deciion manif et- 


ly impradticable in Government, & fitter indeed for Tribunes 
to move, then Nations toadmit)yet Celcions being fo popular, 
and aſſemblies frequent) the ſame end was Meta. with much 
more {afety aud convenience. The Prince had, likewiſe (in c- 
ﬀeS bur an executive Power, which he exerciſed by Miniſtc: 
and Officers, not onely ſworn, but (everel; accomptable: For 
though both he and the Lords had their Negatives in making 
Laws; yet {no Tax being impoſable, bur by conſent of the 
Commons, nor any Law, (without x) of luch validicy, that the 
Mrniſters of Juſtice durit enforce 363.) There was u wiſe and: 
ſweet neceſſity, for the Kung, and hkewiſe for the Lords {Pho 
were but as grain in the royal Scale) ro confirm all ich Fr 1: 
as were convenient for the People, and not greatly hurtfull tg 
the Prince ; And fothis Bug-bear Negative, was reſolved into 
a meer Target, to ſhekeex and preſerve the, Gorernment from 
being altered -at the Will of che Conmans, if © any time. they 
ſhould prove feftious : which (being in reaſon manifeſt) Hark 
been alſo confirmed by great expericacee; Our kings having, 
rare! jy, obftrufted any Bill,  which-they nught lafely grant ; 
bur on-the other lide, paſſed many high Ats of meer grace,cir- 
cunnſcribing their Prerggative.. and clipping us wings 3 Buy, 1 
could with chey had natpicrced ics bowels, : 

This was that triple. Cord, whichone would chink,cou!d tiot 
be broken. nor indeed was ic broken, bit cur a ſunder : T5 
was our Gold, {even 1:cs retmned : for ever, bt Hl, bemg ke cc 
read, debared and ag7ce»s neither Houſe, was at lat, brought 
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all fo exa#, that ſurely, no £69 could eſcape it” ;* fince” all inte« 
reſts muſt thereto concur (As truly, it was but fit they ſhould, 
in the eſtabliſhment of chat , which muſt bind them all) this was 
that #emperament , which poiſed our humours, aud at once, en- 
dued us, with health, vigour and beauty ; no Vote was precipi- 
cared , no A& was huddled up; as by ſad events, we have fince 
ſcen , thar, power being ES by one of the eſtates, purge4 
and modelled to the Interefts of a Faftion ; a conſequence na- 
cural co ſuch premiſes : (as in a ballance conlifting bat of one 
ſcale) nothing hath been weighed, our laws have been Mandrakes 
of a Nights growth, & our times as fickle as theweather or multitude. 

The King indeed, had the Power of making War, bur he had not 
the means ; and then. it ſignified no more, tlian giving hin leave to 
fiye, if he could get wings; or to go beyond Sea lo he went without 
ſhipping: he had = Sword, but he (alone) could never draw it; for 
the Trained-Bands were a Weapon, which he (decently) wore,but 
the Nation,only,could uſe ;' He choſe his Minifers, (as who doth not 
his ſervants ? ) Bur alas, he was accomptable for them,to the Trien- 
nial Parlament, which none but the ſoundeſt Integricy could abide: 
He could hinder the ſtroke of Juſtice wich his Pardon (though fill, 
the jaws not being muzzled, it would bite terribly) Burcerrainly,ir 
was great wiſdome,rather;to give way ; fimce(with his own ſcandal) 
he could afford offenders but a lame and ſcurvey Prote&ion ; and 
fince the Power of relieving his Wants reſted in the Commons, to 
ballance his Will,& oblige him to a correſpondence with Parl.am* 

That his Perſon ſhould be moſt Sacred, it was bur needfil : to a- 
void circulation of accompt ; reaſonableztince it carries with ic, rhe 
Conſent of Nationsz Juſt, that he ſhould nor be the meer Bur of Fa- 
Gon and Malice,in worle condition, than the baſeft of Vaſſals; Ho» 
nourable, that the nakednels of Government might not be dail - un- 
covered ;, Wiſe,in the conſticurion,nor at once,totrult and provoke, 
by forcing him to ſhift for his own Indempnicy, no danger co the 
Publick 'eeming fo extream, as the Outlary of a Prince; no tak by 
daily exp-rience,lo difficult,as the arraigning of any Power,whether 
Regal or Popular z And fince we make golden Bridges, for flying c- 
nemies, much more may we afford them to relenning Soveraigns ; 
(upon which account, in our neighbour Kingdom -f France, even 
Princes of the bloud are noc ſubjetted ro capical Puniſkments ; ) Fi- 
nally,very ſafe,in the conſequent,for (being (vy che danger, threat- 
ning his corrupt Miniſters ) in all probability, ſtripe of _ ) his 
perſonal impunicy might, well, fignitie ſomewhat to himſelf, buc no- 
thing tothe People. A 
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rt of his Scate and Famil 3 forthe ordi 
ty t; ber for any (ndertang 4hANey ad 
vr publick oppreſſion, fo inconfiderable, that when Prerogative was moſt Ram- 


por preſumed 
©, for want of Revenew 
would not, & God forbid,he ſhould ; 
ann. being werdinbs.ns mane pf eruer ingbur rxrder of cafic compenſation.) 
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3 In fine, the 


Gb Than, contrive greater freedom for 


nd Eſtates were, under Monarchy 


Lives, Liberries, and 
think; ns well as4ny rhiag, os this fide Heaven ; It were as (e 


to lay, the 
bbjeR had his Pr a pop neg nk ponls vg; gn Birds 
( if not bewer ) condition to maintain it, the dependance being leffe on his fide - 
liberry wis no lefſe ſacred then Majeſty; Noli me tangere, was likewiſe irs Morro 3 
and in caſe of any; rhe leaſt infri as eſcapes in Government may happen 
cen in the rho nat) ph re rage ar nit Kd govguer ago wr yo beg 
the Ear; ben. , the glory vfa Free-Srare, to exalr, rhe ſcandal of ry- 
any, roEmbiſe our Spirirsz doubileſſe, this way our onely Commonwealth : 
for ever fince, me thinks, we heve learned quierly ro take the Beſtonade. 

[ wiſh we now could, or could ever hope, under our Common wealth (what 
r—_ may be made us ) ſo perfely ro diſtinguiſh rhe Legiſlative from the 

iniſterial Authority, as once we did 3 when the Houſe of Commons had not the 
power of a Court Leet to give ap Oath, nor of 4 Juſtice of the Peace, ro make a 
Mittimus : Which diſtinRion, dou bricfle, is the moſt vitall part of Freedom, and 
far more conſiderable to Subjets, chan 'the pretended Roration ; as on the 

-rary, the confuſion of them is an kecomplifhmenc of ſervirude 3 fer which the 

bi Repablicks, | fear, have more ro anſwer, then any limired Priace can have : 
Certain, ic is, that as our King in his perſonal capacity, made no Laws, fo neicher 
tid he, by himſelf, execure or inrerpret any : No Judge took netige of his ſingle 
Command, to juſtific any Treſ) : no,not ſo = the toning eren heages 
his Power was limited by his Juſtice, my , with zghe meaneſt of 
SubjeAs) concerned. in that honeſt Maxime, We may dee juft ſo much und no more, 
than we have right to dee 3 And it was molt properly ſaid, be could do no wrongs 
becauſe if it were wrong, he did it nor, he could no» do it 3 it was yoid inthe AR 
puniſhable in his Agent : his Officers, as they were alike liable, ſo perhaps, rhey 
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